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It is my sincere pleasure to be invited to speak at this occasion which I see has 

attracted the interest of many other stakeholders. 

I hope that at the end of this stakeholder meeting, we must all be clear on the firm 

commitments we would have made to each other as well as the best way forward for 

everyone. 

Every meeting must have a take-home value, even though I know, as a politician, that 

some meetings do not achieve much. But today’s meeting is such an important 

meeting that we must agree on several issues that will make life easier for people 

living with albinism. 

 

 

They say a nation can be judged by the way it treats its most vulnerable citizens.  As a 

leader both in government and in my party, I agreed to serve all people of my country 

and particularly champion publicly and privately the rights and interests of people that 

are often ostracized by general society.  

I am committed to building a society that is based on fairness, transparency and equal 

treatment of all persons. A Government that cares for its citizens is a responsible 

government. It is for this reason that I envision a society that includes critical social 

safety nets that ensure even the most vulnerable citizens are not left behind. 

Speaking on the theme of vulnerable persons, firstly, I would to congratulate the 

House of Parliament for eventually ratifying the United Nations Convention on the 



 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities last month, May 2013. It is a progressive step in 

the right direction towards recognising the rights of people living with disability. 

My work as the Goodwill Ambassador has taken me to many of our local institutions 

such the Emerald Hill, and Jairosi Jiri. 

Allow me to thank Amai Tsvangirai for supporting me in my work she has been 

working with mothers of children living with disabilities.  Recently, she was giving a 

helping hand at Bumhudzo, a home for the elderly, who are also part of the most 

vulnerable in society. 

Disabilities create vulnerabilities which require special needs and attention 

particularly with regard to children. We now know that some family members take 

the situation quite badly when a child is born with what appears to be a disability. 

Some marriages break due to societal pressures and in most instances women are the 

ones who suffer most as they are left to take care of vulnerable children on their own. 

A society’s level of civilization is measured by the extent to which it treats its most 

vulnerable. We must strive, as a society to be more inclusive and to be more caring. 

There are the mixed reactions and responses to albinism across our society, mostly 

misguided and uninformed myths and misconceptions hence this conference  theme of 

“Enhancing public awareness; knowledge and acceptance of people living with 

Albinism” 

The Zimbabwe Albino Association- ZIMAS led by Mr Richard Nyathi has worked 

tirelessly to help us appreciate the challenges faced by people living with albinism.   

Some employers are reluctant to employ people with albinism for fear of causing 

discomfort among other workers or frightening away potential clients. There is an 

unusually high rate of divorced parents of children with albinism. 



 
The stigmatisation and discrimination of people living with albinism shows that the 

State may not be doing enough to enforce compliance with anti-discriminatory laws. 

 

The physical limitations of the skin being overly sensitive to light and poor eyesight 

mean that those born with albinism have some disability but this does not mean 

inability. The late Prof John Makumbe fought to ensure that albinism was recognised 

as a disability and his life and achievements showed that indeed, albinism does not 

mean inability.  

 

Let me single out the following for special mention:- 

The Christian Community Partnership Trust (CCPT), Dr Guramatunhu, Dr Hayes 

from Sanders Opticians, Mrs Chihumbiri from Brookes Pharmacy and Canadian 

Embassy. These have been working with people living Albinism in providing various 

services and support. 

The point is to create equal opportunities for people living with albinism so that they 

can realise their full potential wherever they are in society 

The disability members of our society are generally vulnerable Like all other children 

with disability, children living with albinism should be considered as vulnerable. 

 

 

The actual number of people living with albinism does not appear to be known 

although figures around 17 000 has been mentioned, there has not been any official 

confirmation.  



 
The Ministry of Labour and Social Services, and I am glad it is represented here,  

needs to take the lead and tell the nation what services are available for people living 

with albinism. 

 

As the Goodwill Ambassador for people living with disabilities, I recommend 

universal screening of all infants. Screening is essential so that disabilities can be 

identified early enough for those children and families to get the supports and services 

they need. 

Learning from other countries like Nigeria and Tanzania we might need to dedicate a 

national day for people living with albinism, to provide an opportunity for the nation 

to pay more attention to their plight and needs. 

It is important that we learn to appreciate physical difference and diversity and the 

culture should start early in life.  

 

Government must ensure that persons living with albinism have the same 

opportunities as everyone else and that they are treated with the same dignity as 

guaranteed by the Constitution of Zimbabwe. 

 

Social safety nets are important in any country and it is in that regard that I will 

personally engage with the relevant government departments to ensure that affordable 

sunscreen lotions are available in clinics and hospital pharmarcies. Sunscreen lotions 

should be regarded as an essential drug and we also need to include skin cancer 

among the many conditions where medication and lotions are for free. 



 
The role of the media in educating the public and highlighting the plight of the people 

living with albinism and initiatives to help them is extremely important to create a 

society that is not discriminatory. 

The important role of the family in enhancing a person’s self-esteem cannot be 

overstated, so it important to work in partnership with family members of the people 

living with albinism and other disabilities to help them accept and create a protective 

environment. 

We need more social and medical research to find out more about the situation of our 

people living with albinism, so that we can provide comprehensive services informed 

by evidence. 

Albinism has its complexities which medical experts have explained and we need to 

avoid a one-size-fits-all type of solution to the challenges of all people living 

albinism.  

Above everything else, albinism is not an identity but a condition and persons living 

with albinism can be professors like the late Dr Makumbe, pharmacists, lawyers or 

any other professional so let us help them realise their full potential. 

 

 

In order to increase the employment opportunities for workers with disabilities I 

am calling for the development of clear regulations that requires the government and 

its contractors to employ people with disabilities, including people living with 

albinism.  

Government and private-sector employers need to work together to find resources to 

accommodate employees with disabilities,  



 
I would like to urge corporate or any other employers to use existing tax benefits to 

hire more workers with disabilities and supporting small businesses owned by people 

with disabilities. 

 

It is important that we keep reviewing our policies on disability as research and our 

knowledge on the various forms of disabilities improves. 

Allow me to use this opportunity to thank the people of Zimbabwe for adopting a new 

Constitution with a Bill of Rights that is so comprehensive that it competes 

favourably with the best in the world. You will find in the Bill of Rights coverage of 

socio-economic rights and rights that ensure the most vulnerable members of society 

are treated with dignity and equality. The primary themes of equal treatment, equal 

opportunities, non-discrimination and provision of basic services such as education 

and health-care services demonstrate that we are on the right path toward creating a 

Caring Society.  

Lastly, it would be important that as government, we lead by ensuring that we project 

ourselves as a caring leadership. I pledge that I will personally pursue the issues I 

have raised here today. 

 

I thank you. 

 


